The Haunted Trail: Synopsis
On Halloween night of 1892, an ancient curse ripens in the Dublin Woods of Ireland. Cast by the mummy of a leader of an invading army of Egyptians that came to Ireland two thousand years earlier in search of one of a pair of magical four-leaf clovers, the curse contaminates the nearby Dublin Mental Institution.
First to die is a young boy named Dylan McGilicutty, beheaded for the crime of vandalizing the scarecrow of a local farmer, Patrick O’Sullivan, who had been incarcerated in the local asylum after murdering a zoo keeper. The boy is killed on a guillotine made by another mental institution inmate, Matthew Killington, one of a pair of murdering twins who also served time in the asylum.
On that same night, the Patrican brothers, Henry, Wayne, and Mick sail along Dublin River on their fishing boat, ignoring a soft-spoken warning to turn back. The brothers are attacked by a man named Harry McFloyd, who protects the cursed Woods against intruders. The two older brothers are captured by Harry and his band of homicidal killers, who kill Henry in an electric chair built by another inmate, Miles O’Neill, and take Wayne to be lynched by a killer named Douglas O’Connor. But the youngest brother, Mick, escapes and begins fleeing through the Woods.
At the same time, a deranged con man named Herman McRandle, who always dresses as a clown, is captured after killing a man at a carnival and is brought to the Dublin Mental Institution. Warden Thomas Roberts has the clown beaten and locked up, but not before McRandle manages to steal a fork from the cafeteria. McRandle, who is a practitioner of Voodoo, soon kills two asylum guards and escapes. Learning that another inmate, Walter McFrancis, witnessed one of the killings, the warden puts manacles on the frightened man and they go into the Woods in search of McRandle.
While fleeing, Mick Patrican accidentally stumbles across and then escapes from the mummy, and then backtracks and manages to kill the two men who killed his brothers, O’Neill and O’Connor. As he flees a pursuing band of some thirty crazed killers, Mick encounters a ghost, who reveals himself as the voice that tried to warn the brothers not to enter the Woods. General Butch McPherson was the last surviving Irish soldier who fought in the long-ago Egyptian–Irish war. Mick learns that the mummy now has one of two magical four-leaf clovers embedded in its heart, and continues to search for the second magical clover. If the mummy can join the two clovers together, it will have the power to heal or destroy Ireland.
Soon after escaping the asylum, Herman McRandle is ambushed and decapitated by a mysterious assassin who collects the con clown’s head and flees into the woods. He is followed soon after by Warden Roberts and his reluctant companion McFrancis. Mick encounters the assassin and they fight with knives. McRandle’s severed head, reanimated by Voodoo, commands Mick to take revenge on his killer. At that moment, Warden Roberts arrives and shoots the nameless assassin in the stomach with a silver bullet. Mick escapes, though Roberts shoots him in the thigh. The warden kicks the annoying McFrancis downhill, where he is captured by other lunatics and soon killed.

Goaded by the talking Voodoo clown head, Roberts drags the wounded assassin to the guillotine, decapitating him, and kills its maker, Matthew Killington, with a silver bullet. Mick sneaks up and kills the warden, and is sent by the talking Clown head to the assassin’s hidden boat—which Mick doesn’t know is upriver from a waterfall. He is left stranded on the river’s bank, wounded and with two broken legs.  
